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Introduction

1EN2 Paper 2: Contemporary Texts

Following requests from teachers for exemplars of higher level scripts, 
this document contains three complete scripts from the Summer 2022 
exam series. 

These scripts include the marks and commentaries for each question. 
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English Language 2.0 
PAPER 2: Contemporary Texts 

You must have: 
Source Booklet (enclosed) 

Instructions 

• Use black Ink or ball-point pen.

• FIii in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,

centre number and candidate number.

• Answer all questions in Section A and ONE in Section B.

• You should spend about 1 hour and 10 minutes on Section A.

• You should spend about 45 minutes on Section B.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided

- there may be more space than you need.

Information 

• The total mark for this paper Is 80.

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets

- use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quaHty of your

written communication will be assessed

♦ 

- you should take particular care on these questions with your spelllng, punctuation

and grammar, as well as the clarity of expression.

Advice 

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Read Text 2 In the Source Booklet and answer Questions 3-4. 

Write your answers In the spaces provided. 

3 Read this extract.

Clerfayt caught it, but the rear wheels skidded on him again; he fought it with
the steering wheel, then a curve appeared ahead of him, dotted with people
like a country baker's cake with flies. The car was still out of control, skidding
and thumping. Clerfayt shifted on the short stretch that still remained before
the curve. He stepped on the gas, but the car Jerked his arms around. He felt a
tearing at his shoulder; the curve swelled gigantically Into the glistening sky;
the number of people tripled, and they, too, swelled, they, too, became giants,
tlll it seemed Impossible to avoid them.

From the extract, identify one way the reader understands that Clerfayt is in trouble. 
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4 The writer presents an exciting event.
* How does the writer try to interest and engage the reader?

You should Include:

• the writer's use of language
• the writer's use of structure
• the effect on the reader.

Use examples from the whole text and relevant subject terminology.
(10) 8

........ 1.-. ih< "ll� sb-el-d,f s 4 /1,t- <-llb:Bc.k tit, irln tt! ....... .... . 
J-.. cw.des a. co f.o,; � ... l,,'l;trt{ . . W.��-.J � ""�· • ''. ¾ ...............................
fi:��_S.;\.V'W _4 A"ve _ � r,''.,. �, • :/bi .. M-.... brr<tt'Zt 4 ............. . 
... � ....... �.hr.: .... �� .. ............... ..... .. ... ........ .......... ........ � ........ �.� ....... � ..... �I( ..... J��PY:!!., ..... .. 
... dt. ... �1e..d ...... }�.�S.t ....... �.�.r.� ...... th.t. ...... � .... @ ........ t� .... �.��.5... ...................... ..
ik'lfei½ _c!Jb Clufg,tlt'.$ I�11e.s, Tu� �� !!M� ��-��L 
ile.J�'i� C//.!1.�sri:ie. c1J�111&�

1

l�,- �1- !l � 
.... b.�b..fd ...... �� ....... .CM� ....... �.�--... �1s� .......... C\hs ...... Qf..�.f: ...... ft.� ...... �"1 .. 

4 

■ 
2930733/4 

I 
I 



2930733/5





2930733/7





2930733/9



2930733/10





2930733/14



2930733/15





2930733/17



2930733/18



2930733/19





S2









2467991/5











2467991/10



2467991/11





2467991/14



2467991/15





2467991/17



2467991/18





S3









3523297/5











3523297/10



3523297/11



(P.T.O. for additional answer sheets) 





3523297/26



3523297/14



3523297/15





3523297/17



3523297/18



3523297/19



3523297/20





Paper 2: Contemporary Texts commentaries 

S1 

Question Mark Level Comments 

1 1 Correctly identifies one thing the cyclist does to get away 

2 6 3 A full response that explores several ways the writer has used 
language to show negative feelings. The candidate shows a 
clear confidence with the weaving of references throughout the 
response, showing a clear grasp of subject terminology. A clear 
engagement with the text, and an attempt to show their 
understanding, is demonstrated throughout the response. 

3 1 Identifies one way the reader understands that Clerfayt is in 
trouble 

4 8 4 A confident exploration of the extract, showing a candidate that 
has a secure understanding of what the writer has attempted to 
create. Some subject terminology is used throughout the 
response, and suitable references are used strategically to 
support and enhance the response. A mark in Level 4 was 
awarded as, while a strong response, it perhaps hasn’t offered 
the exploration we might expect at Level 5. 

5 6 3 There are three clear similarities offered, with supporting 
evidence provided to support confident synthesis of the ideas in 
both texts 

6 16 5 There is convincing analysis throughout this response that 
handles a comparison between the texts with confidence and a 
sustained critical eye. Similarities are explored with references 
used to support and enhance the response. The candidate also 
shows a confidence to handle differences between the texts at 
the same time, for example ‘Both of them feel the competition in 
their races, but the competitive elements are in different areas.’ 
Indeed, the sense as we continue through the response is that 
the candidate has a strong, secure sense of both texts and is 
able to show a convincing level of awareness: ‘this narrative is 
not as circulative but it shows the highs and lows of (the race), 



alike to Text 1, in a chronological structure. Both of them 
certainly had eventful races.’ 

Section B 23 + 5 AO5 – an engaging narrative around a competitive tennis match 
14 = has been crafted with care, and with attention to the impact on 
37 the reader. There is sophisticated and sustained use of style, 

tone and register. The candidate has also attempted 
successfully to develop character through both dialogue and 
internal monologue, helping to create a sustained voice. 

AO6 – uses extensive vocabulary and an accurate range of 
punctuation. Sentence structures are used creatively in places 
to develop a strong sense of voice and character. 

S2 

Question Mark Level Comments 

1 1 Correctly identifies one thing the cyclist does to get away 

2 6 3 This response demonstrates a candidate willing to fully 
explore and consider the aspects of the text they have 
chosen to discuss. Relevant, coherent points are made 
consistently, supported by thoughtful use of references and a 
clear understanding of subject terminology. This response 
attempts, usually successfully, to fully explore the language, 
evidenced in the second paragraph’s detailed exploration of 
the use of alliteration. Indeed, the candidate’s ability to look at 
a number of ways alliteration has been used in the extract 
creates a confident tone to the response here, clearly at Level 
3 

3 1 Identifies one way the reader understands that Clerfayt is in 
trouble 

4 10 5 A thorough and sustained exploration of language and 
structure in this response is awarded full marks for the 
question. The mark scheme expectations are met more than 
adequately, with clear, coherent analysis and exploration 
offered, well supported by references selected carefully from 
the text. Terminology is used precisely, enhancing the 



response with a calm, clear eye on how the writer is creating 
meaning for the reader. The 3rd paragraph, beginning with a 
discussion of the sequencing of the narrative, demonstrates a 
candidate that has full control of both understanding and the 
impact of the writer’s description of the race. 

5 6 3 There are three clear similarities here, with precise use of 
evidence provided to support confident synthesis of the ideas 
in both texts. It is perhaps worth pointing out that, while the 
first paragraph here is detailed and informative, this question 
is focused on AO1 – we do not expect analysis, only a 
synthesis of the ideas across the text. 

6 14 5 This response at Level 5 offers a detailed exploration of both 
texts and how ideas and perspectives are explored by the 
writers. Both similarities and differences are handled with 
confidence, the candidate showing a clear level of 
understanding of how meaning has been created, supporting 
their exploration with terminology and references. As we read 
this response, we get a clear sense of a candidate very much 
in control in terms of their understanding of both texts. 

Section B 23 + 
15 = 
38 

5 AO5 – a thoughtful, sustained narrative is created quickly and 
confidently as the candidate uses the opening line from Q7 as 
their starting point. Style, tone and register are maintained 
with a building sense of foreboding, supported with attention 
to detail in places: ‘the click of the lock rang in my ears’. The 
voice of the narrator is powerfully created and sustained 
throughout the text with the ending leaving the reader 
wondering about the outcome. 

AO6 – uses extensive vocabulary and an accurate range of 
punctuation. Sentence structures are used effectively to 
develop a tangible sense of dread, especially with the careful 
use of single sentence paragraphs to create drama and 
tension. 



S3 

Question Mark Level Comments 

1 1 Correctly identifies one thing the cyclist does to get away 

2 6 3 A solid response that explores the feelings in the text with 
some detail. The response provides references to support the 
points being made and the candidate develops the 
paragraphs to go beyond simply comment and explain. 
Terminology is evident, although there is a focus on nouns 
and verbs – but the criteria in the mark scheme is met. 

3 1 Identifies one way the reader understands that Clerfayt is in 
trouble 

4 10 5 This Level 5 response demonstrates how the mark scheme 
criteria can be met successfully in a straightforward manner. 
Relevant points about both language and structure are made 
with confidence, supported with references and terminology. 
Paragraphs often go into some detail, with embedded 
references used carefully, exploring how the technique being 
discussed has had an impact on the reader. The final 
paragraph highlights the contrast between the start and end 
of the text – a clear, simple way for a candidate to discuss 
structure while showing a solid awareness of the text as a 
whole. 

5 6 3 There are three clear similarities offered, with supporting 
evidence provided to support the fairly controlled synthesis of 
the ideas in both texts. 

6 16 5 This response is thorough in its approach, running onto extra 
pages. While there may have been opportunities to offer 
slightly more brevity in places while still achieving full marks, 
the candidate has offered a detailed response that explores 
aspects of both texts. Opting for a response that explores 
similarities and then differences has perhaps led to the 
extended response here – candidates can explore both of 
these aspects at the same time if they prefer, and don’t need 
to cover everything in the text! 

References are used in a very controlled, thoughtful manner 
in places, as the candidate embeds quotes to support the 



points being made. These areas being discussed are also 
supported suitably with terminology, indicating a candidate 
feeling confident in terms of handling both texts at the same 
time. 

Section 
B 

22 + 
15 = 
37 

5 AO5 – an interesting prison narrative has been created here, 
with a strong sense of character and voice developed. The 
cross examination between prisoner and lawyer helps to 
develop a coherent narrative and suggests a candidate who 
has thought carefully about how they will craft their response 
for impact. The sense of mood and tone is sustained 
throughout, with the narrator’s thoughts and feelings detailed 
creatively. 

AO6 – extensive vocabulary and an accurate range of 
punctuation is used throughout the response. Dialogue is 
also punctuated correctly on the whole, something that can 
be a struggle at times for some candidates. Sentence 
structures are evident, if not necessarily always employed for 
impact or effect until the very end. 
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